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EU – Scientific Committee Issues Opinion on BPA in Medical Devices

The European Commission’s Scientific Committee on Emerging and Newly Identified Health Risks 
(SCENIHR) on 18 February 2015 adopted its opinion on the safety of the use of bisphenol A (BPA) 
in medical devices. The 166-page opinion, which assesses the risk of exposure via medical devices 
manufactured with materials that potentially leach BPA, concludes that the risk for adverse effects 
may exist when the substance is directly available for systemic exposure after non-oral exposure 
routes, especially for neonates in intensive care units, infants undergoing prolonged medical 
procedures, and for dialysis patients. SCENIHR recommends that, where practicable, medical 
devices be used that do not leach BPA. It also encourages stakeholders to compare the benefits of 
replacing BPA in such products against their efficiency in treatment, as well as to consider the 
toxicological profile of possible alternative materials. In this context, SCENIHR also provides a 
caveat, stating that better exposure data would be beneficial and alluding to the possibility of 
revisiting the assessment “when new data on exposure via medical devices become available.”

We appreciate your interest in global chemical regulations and we are happy to have you as our 
guest!	  

	  Not yet an Ariel WebInsight user?	  

	  Ariel WebInsight users receive comprehensive global regulatory data whenever they access their 
account.  But that's just the beginning! Ariel WebInsight is an online chemical regulatory compliance 
reference tool that puts global chemical and substance compliance information one click 
away.  WebInsight's intuitive web browser interface provides access to accurate, comprehensive, up-
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