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EU Court of Justice Rules on SVHC in Articles Provisions under REACH 
 
On 10 September 2015, the European Court of Justice handed down a long-anticipated 
judgment requiring industry under the REACH Regulation to notify the European Chemicals 
Agency (ECHA) of articles incorporated as components of a complex product when they contain 
a substance of very high concern (SVHC) in a concentration above 0.1 percent. With its ruling, 
the court has backed the view taken by five member states and Norway that – in direct 
contradiction to the European Commission’s and ECHA’s interpretation – the notification and 
communication obligations under Articles 7(2) and 33 of REACH apply to each individual article 
that comprises a complex product, and does not apply to the complex article as a whole. In 
reaching the judgment, the Court of Justice concluded that since REACH contains no provisions 
specifically governing the situation of a complex product containing several articles, a 
distinction should not be made between the situation of articles incorporated as a component 
of a complex product and that of articles present in an isolated manner. The judgment is 
predicted to profoundly impact the businesses of all article suppliers along the supply chain, 
who the court clarified are subject to the duty to provide information about relevant articles, 
and is not limited to producers and importers alone. 
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We appreciate your interest in global chemical regulations and we are happy to have you as our guest! 

Not yet an Ariel WebInsight user? 

Ariel WebInsight users receive comprehensive global regulatory data whenever they access their 
account.But that's just the beginning! Ariel WebInsight is an online chemical regulatory compliance 
reference tool that puts global chemical and substance compliance information one click away.  
WebInsight's intuitive web browser interface provides access to accurate, comprehensive, up-to-date, 
usable regulatory content. 

WebInsight saves EH&S and product stewardship professionals valuable time as it eliminates the need to 
manually research regulations from multiple sources, scattered across numerous websites and/or 
published in a variety of formats, instead providing global chemical regulatory content in one central, 
searchable, user-friendly repository. 

To learn more, or to schedule your personalized demonstration and free trial, please click here. 
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