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New Zealand Enacts Health and Safety at Work Act 2015 
 
The New Zealand Parliament on 4 September 2015 enacted the Safety at Work Act, which will 
revamp much of the current environmental, health and safety framework in New Zealand. The 
new Act will permit WorkSafe New Zealand (WorkSafe), a relatively new governmental agency 
established in December 2013, to introduce regulations and enforce health and safety issues in 
the work place. WorkSafe has announced that it will soon draft regulations on several topics 
including: general risk and workplace management, major hazard facilities, and asbestos. The 
new Act will also permit the Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) to establish a hazard 
classification system to replace the current system. Significantly, the Act will permit the EPA to 
replace Hazardous Substances (Classification) Regulations 2001 and the Hazardous Substances 
(Minimum Degrees of Hazard) Regulations 2001. The EPA has already issued the draft EPA 
notice which will replace the current hazard classification system and closely aligns with the UN 
Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labeling of Chemicals (GHS). Once the Act 
takes effect on 4 April 2016, it is expected that the EPA will begin issuing the final classification 
system for hazardous substances. While the Act mainly alters the regulatory framework by 
providing regulatory authority to WorkSafe and the EPA, manufacturers, importers, suppliers 
and users will see an impact once these agencies begin to overhaul the current authorities. 
With this Act, New Zealand will fully embrace GHS classification and thus the classification and 
labeling system will be simplified; however, the change may also be costly to chemical and 
chemical product suppliers as new labels and SDSs may be required for these products.   
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We appreciate your interest in global chemical regulations and we are happy to have you as our guest! 

Not yet an Ariel WebInsight user? 

Ariel WebInsight users receive comprehensive global regulatory data whenever they access their 
account. But that's just the beginning! Ariel WebInsight is an online chemical regulatory compliance 
reference tool that puts global chemical and substance compliance information one click 
away. WebInsight's intuitive web browser interface provides access to accurate, comprehensive, up-to-
date, usable regulatory content. 

WebInsight saves EH&S and product stewardship professionals valuable time as it eliminates the need to 
manually research regulations from multiple sources, scattered across numerous websites and/or 
published in a variety of formats, instead providing global chemical regulatory content in one central, 
searchable, user-friendly repository. 

To learn more, or to schedule your personalized demonstration and free trial, please click here. 

http://3ecompany.com/products-services/decision-support-tools/ariel-webinsight/
http://offers.3ecompany.com/ariel-webinsight-information-request.html

